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Working Landscapes
bill holds hope for Vt.

Our heritage is our working land-
scape. Agriculture and forestry are
the backbone of our working land-
scape. Vermont is a small state and
has limited resources. Therefore we
need to use them wisely and sus-
tainably. Over the vears a number
of institutional silos have evolved
which have led to a fractured ap-
proach to moving agriculture and
forestry forward. The Working
Lands Enterprise Investment bill
encourages a change in that direc-
tion and a strategy for doing so.

I applaud the over-

both agriculture and forestry, from
the forest products industry to farm
and forest energy development to
value added specialty products.
We need to encourage our existing
businesses to grow as well as devel-
op new ones. Doing so supports ru-
ral jobs and provides the economic
foundations for the working land-
scape of Vermont.

One thing that is a challenge
and limiting factor to all working
landscape business efforts is capi-
tal constraints. This is most crucial

all intent of this bill,
This is an extremely
important issue, and

| applaud the Legis-
lature for taking the
time to address it. As
we attempt to refocus
our efforts to become
more eflective, we
have to make sure that
we don’t impede those
who have helpod build
the Vermont image
and brand. A number
of successful models
already exist that can

in starting and grow-
Community
Forum

ing a business. This
bill provides a frame-
work, specifically the
This week s writer is
Robert Foster of Mid-
diehury, a dairy farm-
er. part-owner and vive
president  of Foster
Brothers Farm, part-
owner uand president
of Vermont Nariral Ag
Products, and a princi-
pal in AgRefresh Inc
fan agricultural ecol-
ogv consuiring firm).

Working Lands En-
terprise Fund, for ad-
dressing this barrier.
The board provides
for formal coordina-
tion amongst agen-
cies which s a real
step forward. As to
duties ol the board,
every eflort should
be made 10 use and
streamline  existing
resources and avoid
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Vermont Department of Forest:
Parks and Recreation’s Commiss
er Michael Snyder 1s nght on whs
he suggests that it 18 an enormous
it not impossible — task for coun
foresters to determine if landowr
are complying with the sibvicultw
guides for timber,

Bill Leak, rescarcher for the U,
Forest Service and author of somy
of the most important gwides for
managing torests for timber, hus |
stressed that the guides were ney:
tended for the regulatory applica
for which they have been emplo)

As eurrently contigured, Curre
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be embraced. -

The maple indus-

try is made up of entreprencurial
and through their asso-

has the dairy industry. Examples in-
clude Ben and Jerry's, which now
is part of Unilever. Another model

compost products the
Northeast and provides jobs for 10
in addition to our There are

and eliminate dupli-
cation and red tape.
Although the bill currently has a
bit too much bureaucracy for my
taste, the committees are work-
ing hard to streamline the process,
and 1 have faith that they will get
it right. y

We also have to remember that
our sustainability is predicated on
good stewardship of our resourc-
es. One of our most precious re-
sources is our soil. This bill seems
to assume this, but in my opinion
it should specifically support good
stewardship as part of the effort.

Additional funding is crucial to
the success of this effort. The state
has not adequately funded either
the agriculture or forestry sector for
years while expecting the agencies
to do more. The working landscape
s what makes Vermont, Vermont.
It’s ime for the state to step up and
ensure that we are investing in our
most valuable resource.

(Continued from Page 4)
how she might best cover her trav
expenses, she publicly mvolved |
employer in her legal case.

While there are many more as-
pects about this case that we find
troubling, it has been particulach
aggravating to read letters that sg
something like “the state will ex.
punge her record, what right doe
Middlebury College have to infli
worse punishment?" | have serve
for several years on review pane!
tor Addison County Court Diver:
and in that capacity have met wil
more than a hundred individuals
who are truly grateful to have the
opportumity to get a criminal reee




