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Introduction  
 

The Council on the Future of Vermont (CFV), a project of the Vermont Council on Rural Development, 

is in the midst of a statewide public dialogue on the values, challenges, opportunities, priorities and 

visions for the future of the state. The councilôs mission is to answer the questions: ñWhat do these 

challenges and opportunities mean to Vermonters?ò and ñWhat do they believe we will need to do to 

meet the future with confidence?ò 

 

As part of this process, the Center for Rural Studies at the University of Vermont implemented statewide 

online and telephone surveys to gauge Vermontersô opinions on a specific set of values and challenges 

initially identified during a series of public forums hosted by CFV.  

 

Respondents were asked to state their level of agreement with a series of statements related to values 

and then their level of concern about a series of statements related to challenges. Their answers give 

insight into the prevailing values and concerns that Vermonters consider important in their daily lives in 

2008 and beyond. The statements were drafted by the Council on the Future of Vermont with expert 

design from the Center for Rural Studies. The survey was meant to measure level of agreement with 

ideas that had already been heard throughout the Council on the Future of Vermont project through the 

public forums and listening sessions.  

 

This report details the results of the online survey. 

 

Section I presents a descriptive (univariate) analysis of the 37 closed-ended variables as well as the 

demographic variables.  

 

Section II presents a bivariate analysis to investigate the relationships between the 12 value and 24 

challenge statements and the demographics.  

 

Section III presents the results of the open-ended questions. The responses were categorized, collapsed 

and tallied to show the top categories and subcategories identified by respondents as the important goals 

for the future in Vermont and the steps for achieving those goals.  

 

The results of the telephone survey as well as notes from public forums, are available online at 

www.futureofvermont.org or by contacting the Vermont Council on Rural Development at 

cfv@sover.net, or 802-223-6098. 

 

http://www.futureofvermont.org/
mailto:cfv@sover.net
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Methodology  
 

The data used in this report were collected by the Center for Rural Studies from Feb. 12 to Aug. 25, 

2008. The online poll was hosted on the Center for Rural Studies web site (http://crs.uvm.edu), with a 

link from the Council on the Future of Vermont site (www.futureofvermont.org). There were 829 valid 

responses. 

 

The results reported here are a summary of how the respondents answered the questions and how the 

responses differed among demographic groups, but it is important to note that this type of online 

survey does not yield a random sample and therefore the results cannot be generalized to the 

population as a whole in a statistically significant way.
1
 

 

The survey instrument consisted of a series of 37 closed-response questions, two open-response 

questions and a demographic question set. For the closed-ended questions, respondents were asked to 

state their level of agreement with a series of statements related to values and their level of concern 

about a series of statements related to challenges. For the open-ended questions, respondents were free 

to answer in any way they liked. (See Appendix 1 for the survey instrument.)    

Key Findings  
 
Survey respondents were asked for their input on a series of 12 values and 24 challenges. The overall 

greatest value (92.5%) was placed on the stateôs working landscape and heritage. Together with the 

second and third-ranked values ï I value Vermontôs spirit of independence and I value the small size and 

scale of the state ï these statements provide a picture of the most compelling attributes of the state that 

bring Vermonters together. Respondents to the phone survey, which was implemented March 10-17, 

2008, also placed the greatest value (97.2%) on I value the working landscape and its heritage, with the 

second and third rated values of I am proud of being from or living in Vermont and I value Vermontôs 

spirit of independence.   

 

Online respondents expressed high level of concern about the increasing cost of living (75.3% said they 

were ñvery concernedò), the increasing gap between high-income and low-income populations (60.2% 

very concerned) and pressure to convert open lands to residential, commercial or other development 

(57.9% very concerned). In comparison, 82 percent of respondents to the phone survey were very 

concerned about the increasing costs of living, 69.4 percent were very concerned about the health and 

viability of Vermont farms and the agricultural sector and 62.9 percent were very concerned about the 

tax rate in Vermont. 

 

Ninety-three point six percent of online respondents reported being either ñvery concernedò or 

ñmoderately concernedò about the increasing costs of living, such as transportation, heating and 

electricity. This reveals the common theme of affordability expressed by Vermonters throughout this 

survey. Three of the top five combined ñvery to moderately concerned challengesò relate to affordability 

(increasing costs of living, shortage of affordable housing and increasing gap between the high and low-

income populations).  

                                                 
1
 This online survey was posted on a public web site and was open to anyone with computer access. Several different sites linked to 

the survey and it was promoted through a variety of methods (e-mail, web links, newspapers, verbally at forums, etc.). Since a 

sampling frame of all online users cannot be identified, the sampling of respondents was not random and it is impossible to track 

non-response rate, these results cannot be generalized to the population as a whole. Consequently, the results and analysis in this 

report pertain to the actual survey respondents, not to the general population.    

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://www.futureofvermont.org/
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The fourth highest-ranked, combined ñvery to moderately concernedò statement: The health and 

viability of Vermont farms and the agricultural sector (81.8%), further verifies the high level of 

agreement with the working landscape and its heritage value statement (92.5% combined strongly agree 

and agree). When considering these two together it is interesting to note that working landscape 

resonated highly with respondents, both as a source of concern for its future and as a source of value.  
 
Conversely, high percentages of Vermonters reported low levels of concern about some of the 

challenges identified through the CFV public forums. Forty percent of respondents were ñslightlyò or 

ñnot at allò concerned about the level of engagement of Vermonters in their local governments. This is 

interesting, especially because in the open-ended questions, nearly a quarter of respondents identified 

some form of increased civic action as a next step for addressing Vermontôs most important future goals. 

The fact that respondents expressed a low level of concern can be interpreted in at least two ways: they 

may not be worried about the issue, or they may believe that the level of engagement in local 

governments is high enough so that they do not see it as concerning.  
 
Similarly, more than 60 percent of respondents were ñslightlyò or ñnot at allò concerned about public 

safety, 42.2 percent were ñslightlyò or ñnot at all concernedò with the potential for an increased rate of 

population growth in Vermont, 41.3 and 41.2 percent were ñslightlyò or ñnot at allò concerned with the 

increase in the average age of the Vermont population and the level of engagement in local communities 

respectively. These findings verify that some challenges identified through the public forums are not of 

as great concern to Vermonters as others. They could also be seen as an expression of confidence in 

Vermontôs public safety, future demographics and level of engagement in communities and the stateôs 

ability to respond to the challenges of the future.  
 
The open-response questions near the end of this survey provided a way for Vermonters to express their 

concerns in a very specific way. When asked: What do you see as the most important goal for Vermont 

in the next generation? Vermonters responded with a range of answers related to issues of affordability, 

the economy and Vermontôs physical environment. Their answers included commentary on tax rates, 

affordable healthcare, education and other services and the need for more jobs and higher wages. These 

concerns reflect the current increases in cost of living being experienced by Vermonters and others 

across the country.     
 
The survey revealed a number of interesting demographic trends among some of the values and 

challenges. For example, as a respondent's education level increased, the more likely they were to agree 

with the following value statements: I value Vermontôs spirit of independence, I value the participatory 

government in Vermont, I value the accessibility of government in Vermont and I value the small size 

and scale of the state. In general, female respondents were more likely to agree with the value 

statements than males. With regard to demographic trends among the challenges, one interesting finding 

is that respondents with income above the median for the state reported lower levels of concern for 

every statistically significant challenge than those at or below median income.   
 
A proxy for rural respondents was created using all Northeast Kingdom Counties respondents and an 

urban proxy was created using Chittenden County respondents. One example of the differences between  

these demographic groups is that rural respondents reported trust in their neighbors at a (statistically 

insignificant) lower rate than their urban counterparts (76.2% and 78.8%, respectively) yet these rural 

respondents reported valuing their privacy at a significantly higher rate than urban respondents (87.8% 

and 75%, respectively).   
 
The full listing of statistically significant crosstabulations of value and challenge statements with the 

respondentsô demographics is on pages 27 to 69. 
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Demographics  
 

The general demographic characteristics of the respondents are roughly in line with those of the state as 

a whole. However, the online respondents were generally of a slightly higher age and income level and a 

much higher education level than the general population.
2
  

 

The age of the respondents ranged from 16 to 85 with a median age of 50 (mean: 48). This is 9 years 

higher than the median age of Vermonters, 41 years. Respondents were split along gender lines with 56 

percent being female and 43 percent being male. Statewide, the split is 51 female and 49 male. 

Approximately 1 percent of respondents identified themselves as transgender or other.  

 

Respondents reported an average of 2.5 household members, with a range of one to nine, and the 

average number of household members under the age of 18 of 1.7, with a range of zero to six. The 

average household size for the state is 2.4 people.   

 

The total number of years respondents reported having lived in Vermont, including all earlier periods, 

ranged from one to 83 years, with an overall average of 25 years.  Of the survey respondents, 1.5 percent 

had lived in Vermont for fewer than two years, nearly 25% had lived in Vermont for two to 10 years and 

just over 73% had lived in Vermont for more than 11 years. The average number of years living in 

Vermont for all respondents was 25; overall this survey group could be said to have long experience 

with the state and its issues. 

 

Almost all the respondents (99.6 percent) had graduated high school and 74.2 percent had a Bachelorôs 

or higher degree. However, according to the U.S. Census, 89.8 percent of Vermonters aged 25 and older 

are high school graduates and 32.4 percent have Bachelorôs or higher degree.  

 

 

Table 1 

Education level 

 

 Frequency Percent 

9-12 grade (no diploma) 3 0.4 

High school graduate (incl. GED) 31 3.8 

Some college (no degree) 116 14.2 

Associates/technical 61 7.5 

Bachelor 265 32.5 

Post-graduate/professional 340 41.6 

Total 816 100 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                               (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

                                                 
2
 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
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The majority of respondents (65 percent) had household incomes above the median for Vermont; 35 

percent of respondents had household incomes equal to or lower than the median household income for 

Vermont.
3
  

 

 

Table 2 

Income 

 

 Frequency Percent 

<$25,000 79 10.5 

$25,000-$34,999 75 10.0 

$35,000-$49,999 109 14.5 

$50,000-$74,999 196 26.1 

>$75,000 292 38.9 

Total 751 100 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                               (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

                                                 
3
 $47,665 with a margin of error of +/- $1,270, Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey (2006 

inflation-adjusted dollars) 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Respondents were spread throughout the state, roughly in line with the population. The one exception 

was that there were a higher percentage of respondents from Chittenden County. 

 

Table 3 

Respondent town of residence by county 

 

County Frequency Percent 

Percent of 

Vermont 

population
4
 

Addison 64 7.9 5.9 

Bennington 25 3.1 5.9 

Caledonia 48 5.9 4.9 

Chittenden 296 36.5 24.1 

Essex 9 1.1 1.1 

Franklin 21 2.6 7.7 

Grand Isle 11 1.4 1.2 

Lamoille 17 2.1 3.9 

Orange 28 3.5 4.7 

Orleans 28 3.5 4.4 

Rutland 74 9.1 10.2 

Washington 96 11.8 9.6 

Windham 33 4.1 7.0 

Windsor 60 7.4 9.2 

Total 810 100 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                                                                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

                                                 
4
 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 population estimate 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Results 
 

Section I: Closed-ended questions 
 

This section shows the results from the the closed-ended questions. This includes the value statements, 

about which respondents were asked to state their level of agreement, and the challenge statements, 

about which they were asked to state their level of concern. Each question is listed with the frequency 

and percentage of responses. 

 

Just under nine percent of respondents had attended one of the public forums (See Table 4).. 

 

Table 4  

Have you attended a Conversation on the Future of Vermont forum? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)        (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

 

 

 Frequency Percent 

No 719 91.6 

Yes 66 8.4 

Total 785 100.0 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Values 

 

For the next 12 questions, respondents were presented with a range of some of the values that 

Vermonters identified at the Council on the Future of Vermontôs community forums and asked to state 

their level of agreement with these values. Respondents could choose from among the following 

categories: ñStrongly Agree,ò ñAgree,ò ñNeutral,ò ñDisagree,ò ñStrongly Disagreeò and ñDonôt Know.ò   

 

The statement I value the working landscape and its heritage received the highest percentage of 

ñstrongly agreeò responses (70.9%) and I believe that private property rights are well respected in 

Vermont received the highest percentage of ñstrongly disagreeò responses (3.1%). See Tables 5 and 6 for 

the statements that received the top five percentages in each of these categories. 

 

Table 5 

Highest percentage of ñstrongly agreeò responses 
 

Statement Percent 

I value the working landscape and its heritage 70.9 

I am tolerant of diverse lifestyles in Vermont 67.2 

I am proud of being from or living in Vermont 66.3 

I value the small size and scale of the state 65.9 

I value Vermontôs spirit of independence 65.3 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                                                                              (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

 

Table 6 

Highest percentage of ñstrongly disagreeò responses 
 

Statement Percent 

I believe that private property rights are well respected in Vermont 3.1 

I am proud of being from or living in Vermont 3.1 

I believe there is a strong sense of community where I live 2.4 

I value the accessibility of government in Vermont 2.3 

I value the participatory government in Vermont 2.3 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                                                                              (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

More generally, the statement with the highest percentage of overall agreement (ñstrongly agreeò and 

ñagreeò combined) was I value the working landscape and its heritage (92.5%) and the statement with 

the highest percentage of overall disagreement (ñstrongly disagreeò and ñdisagreeò combined) was I 

believe that private property rights are well respected in Vermont (15.4%). See Tables 7 and 8 for all the 

statements ranked by percentage for both of these grouped categories. 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/


 

 

11 
Council on the Future of Vermont 2008 Online Survey Results Å Center for Rural Studies, UVM 

 

Table 7 

Ranked percentage of combined ñstrongly agreeò and ñagreeò responses 
 

Statement Percent 

I value the working landscape and its heritage 92.5 

I value Vermontôs spirit of independence 89.8 

I value the small size and scale of the state 89.7 

I believe Vermontôs creative communities are valuable to the state 87.0 

I am proud of being from or living in Vermont 86.8 

I value the accessibility of government in Vermont 86.6 

I am tolerant of diverse lifestyles in Vermont 86.5 

I value the privacy I get in Vermont 81.7 

I trust my neighbors 80.1 

I value the participatory government in Vermont 76.8 

I believe there is a strong sense of community where I live 72.1 

I believe that private property rights are well respected in Vermont 69.9 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu) 2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey (N=829) 

 

 

Table 8 

Ranked percentage of combined ñstrongly disagreeò and ñdisagreeò responses 

 

Statement Percent 

I believe that private property rights are well respected in Vermont 15.4 

I believe there is a strong sense of community where I live 10.7 

I am proud of being from or living in Vermont 6.8 

I trust my neighbors 5.4 

I am tolerant of diverse lifestyles in Vermont 4.8 

I value the accessibility of government in Vermont 4.7 

I value the privacy I get in Vermont 4.7 

I value the participatory government in Vermont 4.4 

I believe Vermontôs creative communities are valuable to the state 4.1 

I value the small size and scale of the state 3.8 

I value Vermontôs spirit of independence 2.7 

I value the working landscape and its heritage 2.1 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu) 2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey (N=829) 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Tables 9 to 20 show the total responses for each statement. 

 

Table 9 

I value Vermont's spirit of independence. 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 536 65.3 

Agree 201 24.5 

Neutral 62 7.6 

Disagree 15 1.8 

Strongly disagree 7 0.9 

Total 821 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

Table 10 

I am proud of being from or living in Vermont. 
 

Total 819 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

Table 11 

I trust my neighbors. 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 256 31.5 

Agree 395 48.6 

Neutral 117 14.4 

Disagree 36 4.4 

Strongly disagree 8 1.0 

Total 812 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 543 66.3 

Agree 168 20.5 

Neutral 53 6.5 

Disagree 30 3.7 

Strongly disagree 25 3.1 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 12 

I value the privacy that I get in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 360 44.7 

Agree 298 37.0 

Neutral 110 13.6 

Disagree 31 3.8 

Strongly disagree 7 0.9 

Total 806 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

Table 13 

I am tolerant of diverse lifestyles in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 553 67.2 

Agree 159 19.3 

Neutral 71 8.6 

Disagree 29 3.5 

Strongly disagree 11 1.3 

Total 823 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

Table 14  

I believe there is a strong sense of community where I live. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 247 30.2 

Agree 342 41.9 

Neutral 140 17.1 

Disagree 68 8.3 

Strongly disagree 20 2.4 

Total 817 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 15 

I believe that Vermont's creative communities are valuable to the state. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 507 61.5 

Agree 210 25.5 

Neutral 73 8.9 

Disagree 24 2.9 

Strongly disagree 10 1.2 

Total 824 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 
 
Table 16 

I value the working landscape and its heritage. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 582 70.9 

Agree 177 21.6 

Neutral 45 5.5 

Disagree 12 1.5 

Strongly disagree 5 0.6 

Total 821 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 
 
Table 17 

I value the participatory government in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 486 59.2 

Agree 227 27.6 

Neutral 72 8.8 

Disagree 17 2.1 

Strongly disagree 19 2.3 

Total 821 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 18 

I value the accessibility of government in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 474 57.8 

Agree 236 28.8 

Neutral 71 8.7 

Disagree 20 2.4 

Strongly disagree 19 2.3 

Total 820 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 
 
Table 19 

I value the small size and scale of the state. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 543 65.9 

Agree 196 23.8 

Neutral 54 6.6 

Disagree 18 2.2 

Strongly disagree 13 1.6 

Total 824 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 
 
Table 20 

I believe that private property rights are well respected in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly agree 192 24.7 

Agree 287 36.9 

Neutral 152 19.6 

Disagree 82 10.6 

Strongly disagree 64 8.2 

Total 777 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                    (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Challenges 

 

For the next 24 questions, respondents were presented with a range of some of the challenges that 

Vermonters identified at the Council on the Future of Vermontôs community forums and asked to state 

their level of concern about them. Respondents could choose from among the following categories: 

ñVery Concerned,ò ñModerately Concerned,ò ñNeutral,ò ñSlightly Concerned,ò ñNot at all Concernedò 

and ñDonôt Know.ò   

 

The challenge that generated the highest percentage of ñvery concernedò responses was The increasing 

costs of living, such as transportation, heating and electricity (75.3%). The highest percentage of 

ñmoderately concernedò responses came from An increase in the average age of the Vermont population 

(38.5%), the highest percentage of ñslightly concernedò responses came from The level of engagement of 

Vermonters in their local governmentò (26.3%) and the highest percentage of ñnot at all concernedò 

responses came from Public safety in Vermont (24.2%). See Tables 21 through 24 for the challenges that 

received the top five percentages for each level of concern. 

 

 

Table 21 

Highest percentage of ñvery concernedò responses 

 

Statement Percent 

The increasing costs of living, such as transportation, heating and electricity 75.3 

An increasing gap between high-income and low-income populations 60.2 

Pressure to convert open lands to residential, commercial or other 

development 
57.9 

The changes in the earthôs climate and their potential impacts on the 

Vermont landscape and seasons 
57.8 

The health and viability of Vermont farms and the agricultural sector 57.3 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)  2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey                    (N=829) 

 

 

Table 22 

Highest percentage of ñmoderately concernedò responses 

 

Statement Percent 

An increase in the average age of the Vermont population 38.5 

A shortage of available housing 38.3 

The level of engagement of Vermonters in their local communities 37.0 

The level of engagement of Vermonters in their local governments 36.1 

The stateôs existing public infrastructure and its future maintenance 35.5 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)  2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey                    (N=829) 
 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 23 

Highest percentage of ñslightly concernedò responses 

 

Statement Percent 

Public safety in Vermont 36.0 

The level of engagement of Vermonters in their local governments 26.3 

An increase of the average age of the Vermont population 25.8 

The level of engagement of Vermonters in their local communities 25.6 

A shortage of available housing 25.1 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)  2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey                    (N=829) 
 

 

Table 24 

Highest percentage of ñnot at all concernedò responses 

 

Statement Percent 

Public safety in Vermont 24.2 

The potential for an increased rate of population growth in Vermont 21.9 

The quality of health care 21.3 

The level of engagement of Vermonters in their local communities 15.7 

An increase in the average age of the Vermont population 15.5 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)  2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey                    (N=829) 
 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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More generally, the statement with the highest percentage of overall concern (ñvery concernedò and 

ñmoderately concernedò combined) was The increasing costs of living, such as transportation ,heating 

and electricity (93.6%). See Table 25 for all the statements ranked by percentage for the grouped 

categories. 

 

Table 25 

Ranked percentage of combined ñvery concernedò and ñmoderately concernedò responses 

 

Challenge Statement Percent 

Increasing costs of living 93.6 

Public infrastructure and its future maintenance 84.3 

Shortage of affordable housing 83.3 

Health and viability of Vermont farms and ag sector 81.8 

Increasing gap between high- and low-income populations 81.0 

Way Vermont finances public education 79.0 

Pressure to convert open lands 78.3 

Future renewable and alternative energy infrastructure 78.3 

Increasing price of land 77.3 

Accessibility of healthcare 76.9 

Development of an adequate workforce 75.4 

Quality of education 74.8 

Changes in the earth's climate 74.5 

Maintenance of healthy downtowns and village centers 74.5 

Tax rate 70.9 

Rate of business development 70.7 

Limited availability of high speed internet and wireless telecommunications 63.3 

Shortage of available housing 62.8 

Quality of health care 59.9 

Level of engagement in local government 59.5 

Level of engagement in local communities 58.8 

Increase in average age of population 58.7 

Increased rate of population growth 57.8 

Public safety 39.7 
Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)  2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey                    (N=829) 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Tables 26 to 49 show the total responses for each statement.  

 

Table 26 

A shortage of affordable housing. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 454 55.5 

Moderately concerned 227 27.8 

Slightly concerned 92 11.2 

Not at all concerned 45 5.5 

Total 818 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 27 

A shortage of available housing. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 195 24.6 

Moderately concerned 304 38.3 

Slightly concerned 199 25.1 

Not at all concerned 96 12.1 

Total 794 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 28 

The accessibility of health care. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 420 52.4 

Moderately concerned 196 24.5 

Slightly concerned 100 12.5 

Not at all concerned 85 10.6 

Total 801 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 29 

The quality of health care. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 255 31.9 

Moderately concerned 224 28.0 

Slightly concerned 150 18.8 

Not at all concerned 170 21.3 

Total 799 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Question 30 

The rate of business development in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 300 37.9 

Moderately concerned 260 32.8 

Slightly concerned 160 20.2 

Not at all concerned 72 9.1 

Total 792 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 31 

The development of an adequate workforce for the future. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 340 42.6 

Moderately concerned 262 32.8 

Slightly concerned 152 19.0 

Not at all concerned 44 5.5 

Total 798 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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 Table 32 

The increasing costs of living, such as transportation,  

heating and electricity. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 620 75.3 

Moderately concerned 150 18.2 

Slightly concerned 45 5.5 

Not at all concerned 8 1.0 

Total 823 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 33 

The quality of education. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 358 44.4 

Moderately concerned 245 30.4 

Slightly concerned 126 15.6 

Not at all concerned 77 9.6 

Total 806 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 34 

The way Vermont finances public education. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 397 51.2 

Moderately concerned 216 27.8 

Slightly concerned 124 16.0 

Not at all concerned 39 5.0 

Total 776 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 35 

Pressure to convert open lands to residential, commercial,  

or other development. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 471 57.9 

Moderately concerned 166 20.4 

Slightly concerned 99 12.2 

Not at all concerned 78 9.6 

Total 814 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 36 

The changes in the earth's climate and their potential impacts  

on the Vermont landscape and seasons. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 472 57.8 

Moderately concerned 137 16.8 

Slightly concerned 90 11.0 

Not at all concerned 118 14.4 

Total 817 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 37 

The increasing price of land in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 359 44.6 

Moderately concerned 263 32.7 

Slightly concerned 128 15.9 

Not at all concerned 55 6.8 

Total 805 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 38 

The potential for an increased rate of population growth in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 223 28.0 

Moderately concerned 237 29.8 

Slightly concerned 162 20.4 

Not at all concerned 174 21.9 

Total 796 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 39 

An increase in the average age of the Vermont population. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 163 20.2 

Moderately concerned 310 38.5 

Slightly concerned 208 25.8 

Not at all concerned 125 15.5 

Total 806 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 40 

The limited availability of high speed Internet connections  

and wireless telecommunications in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 281 34.4 

Moderately concerned 237 29.0 

Slightly concerned 191 23.3 

Not at all concerned 109 13.3 

Total 818 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 41 

An increasing gap between high-income and low-income populations. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 494 60.2 

Moderately concerned 170 20.7 

Slightly concerned 87 10.6 

Not at all concerned 69 8.4 

Total 820 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 42 

The health and viability of Vermont farms and the agricultural sector. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 469 57.3 

Moderately concerned 200 24.4 

Slightly concerned 104 12.7 

Not at all concerned 45 5.5 

Total 818 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 43 

The level of engagement of Vermonters in their local communities. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 176 21.7 

Moderately concerned 300 37.0 

Slightly concerned 207 25.6 

Not at all concerned 127 15.7 

Total 810 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 44 

The level of engagement of Vermonters in their local governments. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 188 23.4 

Moderately concerned 290 36.1 

Slightly concerned 211 26.3 

Not at all concerned 114 14.2 

Total 803 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 45 

The tax rate in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 356 44.7 

Moderately concerned 209 26.2 

Slightly concerned 143 17.9 

Not at all concerned 89 11.2 

Total 797 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 46 

The state's existing public infrastructure and its future maintenance. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 394 48.8 

Moderately concerned 287 35.5 

Slightly concerned 114 14.1 

Not at all concerned 13 1.6 

Total 808 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
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Table 47 

Public safety in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 112 13.8 

Moderately concerned 211 26.0 

Slightly concerned 293 36.0 

Not at all concerned 197 24.2 

Total 813 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 48 

The future of Vermont's renewable and alternative energy infrastructure.  

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 446 54.4 

Moderately concerned 196 23.9 

Slightly concerned 116 14.1 

Not at all concerned 62 7.6 

Total 820 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 

2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 
 

 

 

Table 49 

The maintenance of healthy downtowns and village centers in Vermont. 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Very concerned 357 43.5 

Moderately concerned 254 31.0 

Slightly concerned 131 16.0 

Not at all concerned 78 9.5 

Total 820 100.0 

Source: Center for Rural Studies (http://crs.uvm.edu)                                     (N=829) 
2008 Council on the Future of Vermont Web Survey 

 

 

http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/
http://crs.uvm.edu/

